PRESS RELEASE 

Axis releases test design for a Universal Plug and Play Network Camera
Solution enables developers to perform real-life testing of UPnP functionality
 

Lund, Sweden, February 20, 2001. — Axis Communications has released Universal Plug and Play (UPnP) test firmware for the award-winning AXIS 2100 Network Camera. The firmware effectively provides developers with the first reference design for a networked UPnP camera.

 The UPnP test firmware release for the AXIS 2100 Network Camera gives developers the opportunity to perform actual testing of UPnP user control points to accelerate their own development of UPnP-enabled products.  The test firmware is available now as a free download from the Axis Web site and can easily be uploaded into a standard AXIS 2100 Network Camera, which is available through major distribution channels. 

The UPnP-enabled, AXIS 2100 Network Camera is exceptionally easy to install. Automatically discovered on the network by operating systems supporting UPnP, such as Microsoft Windows Millennium Edition (Windows Me), the camera is instantly accessible from the My Network Places icon on the Windows Me desktop.  The AXIS 2100 delivers live video streams using any standard Web browser and is used for applications such as remote monitoring and surveillance. 

"Axis has engineered the most advanced support for UPnP-enabled devices in their class,” comments Dan Quigley, manager for Premise Systems, a leading UPnP developer. “With Axis network camera products, Premise Systems' customers can now easily integrate and benefit from features found in high-end CATV monitoring systems for a fraction of the cost." 

“Making network accessibility to cameras easier is a great way for consumers to realize more value and peace of mind from their security systems and from their home networks,” says Mark Lee, lead product manager for Home Networking and Communications at Microsoft Corporation and chair of the UPnP Forum Marketing Committee.  “With this effort, Axis also is continuing its role as a core contributor to the UPnP Forum’s progress, enabling other vendors to advance their UPnP-based development and testing efforts.” 

As a world leader in network peripherals and networking technologies and an active developer and Steering Committee member of the UPnP Forum, Axis has been involved with Microsoft and the UPnP initiative since its inception in 1999. Axis was first to demonstrate a working UPnP-enabled prototype network camera at Microsoft's Home Living Room demonstration last year at Comdex. 

The firmware, released shortly after Axis’s participation in the UPnP Plug Fest earlier this year, is available for download at: www.axis.com. 

About Universal Plug and Play

Consumer interest in home networking is increasing as PCs, information appliances and the Internet play a larger role in day-to-day activities such as entertainment, communication, education and shopping.  Making it easier to network a variety of devices in the home will spur consumer adoption and market growth.  Axis is among the approximate 320 companies leading the development of Universal Plug and Play, which will make connecting multiple devices easier by building on existing Internet standards and technologies.  UPnP is network-media-independent and encompasses all types of networked and traditional peripheral devices, including PCs, home entertainment systems, new smart appliances, home automation systems, networked peripherals and Web-based services without the need for a centralized server to manage the devices. 

 The Universal Plug and Play Forum was formed in June 1999 to help define interconnectivity standards to simplify the networking of intelligent devices.  The forum will achieve this by defining and publishing UPnP device control protocols.  A list of forum members and information on joining are available at the forum Web site, http://www.upnp.org/. 

 About Axis 

The Axis Communications Group with the parent company Axis AB is a leading company in network connectivity and emerging wireless Internet-based services. The company is at the forefront of developing network appliance solutions that enable people and organizations to get easy and immediate access to devices and services. Axis is one of the global leaders in several key thin server and network device markets, such as printer, storage and video connectivity, and is doing pioneering work in the rapidly expanding markets of wireless and mobile communications. Founded in 1984, Axis employs more than 500 people worldwide, including the subsidiary 50 percent owned Netch Technologies. Axis is headquartered in Lund, Sweden and has a total of 28 offices throughout North America, Asia and Europe.

Information about Axis can be found at <http://www.axis.com>. 
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