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AllSeen Alliance Merges with Open Connectivity Foundation to Accelerate the Internet of Things

Posted on: October 10, 2016
Unification Will Combine the Best of Both Organizations under Open Connectivity Foundation Name and Bylaws

Beaverton, OR. October 10, 2016–The Open Connectivity Foundation (OCF), sponsor of the IoTivity open source project, and AllSeen Alliance, which provides the AllJoyn® open source IoT framework, today announced that the two organizations’ boards have approved a merger under the OCF name and bylaws. This merger will advance interoperability between connected devices from both groups, enabling the full operating potential of IoT and representing a significant step towards a connected ecosystem.

… [Read More]


Filed Under: Announcements 
Open Connectivity Foundation Announces 68 New Members Including Haier Group, LG Electronics and NETGEAR Inc.

Posted on: December 7, 2016
As one of the largest IoT consortiums with more than 300 members OCF is making significant steps towards a connected ecosystem

Beaverton, OR. December 6, 2016 – The Open Connectivity Foundation (OCF), a leading Internet of Things (IoT) standards body, announced the addition of 68 new member organizations including Haier Group, LG Electronics and NETGEAR Inc., growing membership to more than 300 companies. As one of the biggest IoT consortiums, this surge in membership follows the announcement last month that OCF and the AllSeen Alliance merged under the OCF name and bylaws with the mutual goal of creating a common IoT standard.

… [Read More]
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What is the Open Connectivity Foundation (OCF)?
Expand



The OCF will unlock the massive opportunity in the Internet of Things (IoT) market, accelerate industry innovation and help developers and companies create solutions that map to open specifications. With more than 300 members from around the world that include top companies representing consumer electronics, home appliances, automotive, security, consumer and enterprise technology, and more, the OCF will help assure secure interoperability for consumers, business, and industry.







What is the market opportunity?
Expand



The global market opportunity for IoT devices is immense, to say the least. United Kingdom analyst and advisory firm, Machina Research, thinks the IoT market will reach $4 trillionby 2025. Industry analyst, IHS Markit, forecasts that the IoT market will grow from an installed base of 15.4 billion devices in 2015 to 30.7 billion devices in 2020 and 75.4 billion in 2025. There is no shortage of IoT devices, services and market forecasts and projections. The IoT is here to stay, weaving amazing things into the fabric of our lives and transforming society and industry.







What is IoT Smart Home?
Expand



IoT Smart Home is an ecosystem made up of device-to-device or device-to-service interactions where-in devices generate information, share it and take actions based on the information. The devices and services essentially speak the same language and give and receive instructions. For example, a smart security system motion detector, when it senses movement could trigger the smart lighting to turn on the light in the room or thermostat to adjust the climate controls.







What is Connected Home?
Expand



A connected home is made up of devices that a person can connect with via mobile device to see a status and give commands. These devices are not smart on their own and generally exist within a ‘walled-garden’ created by the device manufacturer. Each manufacturer’s device has its own proprietary application protocol and they do not communicate with other connected devices or services.







Why is OCF Smart Home focused on IoT Smart Home rather than Connected Home Devices?
Expand



When devices can communicate with each other without direct customer interaction it drives efficiency and a better user experience than having a unique application for each device. Smart home devices (e.g., laundry machines, thermostats and security systems) should be able to communicate with one another regardless of manufacturer, operating system, chipset or physical transport. The Foundation works closely with the open source community, IoTivity, to help unlock the massive opportunity in the IoT market by creating solutions that map to a single open specification. The OCF Smart Home Project is creating common data modeling for secure interoperability. The Project utilizes OCF technology to specify how Smart Home devices interoperate.







How is OCF’s open approach to IoT Smart Home different than Smart Home systems like Nest and Alexa?
Expand



Systems like Nest and Alexa are proprietary and don’t interoperate. As Smart Home ecosystems become more commonplace, it’s important to have sufficient semantic definitions for device makers to leverage as general device customers will not understand that proprietary systems do not interconnect. Consumers want choice, and this requires smart home devices to be platform agnostic and communicate with one another regardless of manufacturer.







Does the OCF Smart Home Project Utilize Work Previously Completed by the AllSeen Alliance?
Expand



AllSeen Alliance and OCF merged in October 2016 under the OCF name and bylaws. The merger is designed to leverage the strengths of each organization. The merger will advance interoperability between connected devices, enabling the full operating potential of IoT and representing a significant step towards a connected ecosystem.







How can I join the OCF and the OCF Smart Home Project? 
Expand



For more information on membership please visit here.
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IoT Security by Design

Posted on: May 31, 2018
The OCF Security Working Group is raising the bar for IoT security standards

[image: alt]

The rapid growth of the Internet of Things has made connected devices an integral part of our daily lives, but this increased connectivity also comes with security risks due to… [Read More]


Filed Under: Blog Tagged With: connectivity, ecosystem, framework, interoperability, IoT, Security
Officers of the OCF’s Board of Directors Announced

Posted on: May 9, 2022
The officers of the OCF’s Board of Directors have been confirmed following a recent election. Leading the organization’s strategic planning as President of the Board will be Brian Bishop, CEO of Data Performance Consultancy Limited.

On his appointment, Brian commented: “I’m delighted to be appointed President of the OCF’s Board of Directors, a position in which I will work to drive the overall strategy of the organization. I have a particular ambition for the OCF to be recognized as the default standard for smart city infrastructure, enabling the development of new SME supply chains and furthering the adoption of secure open standards globally. We are rapidly moving towards this objective, with interest in the OCF already secured from several governments across the world.”

Joining Brian is Betty Zhao, Standard Operation Manager at Haier, who has been named Treasurer of the Board, and Wouter van der Beek, Chief Operating Office at Cascoda, who has been announced as Board Secretary.

President – Brian Bishop

Brian has been researching smart cities for nearly a decade. He has represented the UK government on Global Expert Missions and trade missions for smart cities internationally and is also on the roster of smart city consultants for the United Nations Habitat Programme.

Treasurer – Betty Zhao

Betty is responsible for international IoT standards operations at Haier Group. Betty has over 15 years’ standardization experience in wireless communication and IoT industries, developing MAC layer protocol in IEEE 802.11 and IEEE 802.15. Betty’s expertise includes 802.11/15 MAC layer, data modeling, cloud-to-cloud communication, and ecosystem bridging.

Secretary – Wouter van der Beek

Wouter is the main representative of Cascoda in various standards organizations. He currently chairs the OCF Technical Coordination steering committee, aligning specification, implementation and certification work. His many and various contributions in the OCF are now standardized in releases of the OCF standard and others.

For more information regarding the OCF’s 2022 Board of Directors, click here. If you are interested in becoming a member of the OCF, find out more here.
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